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later. Asoka (B. C. 272-232) ruled over Saurashtra through
a Greek governor, Yavana Thera by name. His edicts
(B. C. 240), inscribed on a rock, can still be seen as one
climbs to the top of Mount Giranara from Junagadha.
After the break up of the Mauryan empire (B. C. 197)
these distant provinces were raided by Menander (B. C. 126),
the Bactrian King of Kabul, known to Buddhistic literature
as Malinda. He occupied Sindha and Saurashtra. The
first century after Christ saw a Scythian chief with
the title of Kshatrapa (Satrap) occupying Saurashtra.
KshatrapaNahapana (A. C. 78-120) ruled over Gujarata; but
it soon passed into the hands of the Andhra king Gautami-
putra Satakarni, This champion of Brahmanism as well as
of Buddhism at one time held sway over the whole country
watered by the Godavari, and also over Berars, Malva,
Gujarata and North Konkana, During this time, South
Gujarata came under the active influence of the Deccan.
Soon after Gautamiputra's death, about A. C. 128,
another satrap wrested Malva and Gujarata from the
hands of his son. Rudradaman I (A- C. 143-158), grandson of
the great Satrap Cashtana, ruled over Anartta, Anupa,
Kaccha, Saurashtra, Avanti, Maru, Sindhu-SauvTra and
Aparanta, that is over South Rajputana, Malva, Gujarata
including both Kathiavada and Kaccha, and North
Konkana. Once again, Kartavirya's empire was revived
and put together by the conquering arms of a foreigner's
Aryanised grandson. Rudradaman I was learned and
accomplished, and recorded his greatness in Samskrta on
the Giranara rock which already bore Asoka's inscription.
The Saka Kshatrapas ruled long over Gujarata, bowed
before the overpowering might of Samudragupta (a A, C.
380), the greatest of conquerors known to Indian history, and
were destroyed by Candragupta II (c A. C 390), Candragupta,
who proudly bore the title of Vikramaditya, ruled Gujarata
from Ujjayint, the seat of an intensely fostered Saifaskrtic
culture. Gujarata, for a century, remained an integral part
of an empire which stood for Aryan culture in all its aspects.
On the very rock near Mount Giranara which bore the
inscriptions of Asoka and Rudradaman, Skandagupta's
viceroy of Gujarata, Parnadatta? recorded his master's

